
 

 

 

HALL OF FAMER MANNY PACQUIAO SET TO CHASE HISTORY 
YET AGAIN THIS SATURDAY NIGHT IN WORLD TITLE FIGHT 

AGAINST MARIO BARRIOS HEADLINING A  
PBC PAY-PER-VIEW EVENT ON PRIME VIDEO 

 

Boxing Luminaries Share Favorite “Manny Moments” & Preview 
Pacquiao vs. Barrios Showdown Ahead of Star-Studded Night at 

the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas 
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Click HERE to Watch Gloves Off: Pacquiao vs. Barrios 
  
LAS VEGAS – July 15, 2025 – The fighting pride of the Philippines, an eight-division world 
champion and as of last month, an inductee into the International Boxing Hall of Fame. While 
it seems like the larger than life Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao has accomplished everything 
you can in the sport, he could add yet another chapter to his historic legacy this Saturday, 
July 19 when he challenges WBC Welterweight World Champion Mario “El Azteca” Barrios 
in the main event of a PBC Pay-Per-View event on Prime Video from the MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas. 
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In addition to becoming the first fighter to accomplish the incomprehensible feat of winning a 
world title after a Hall of Fame induction, Pacquiao could break his own record as the oldest 
welterweight world champion in history if he takes the WBC belt from Barrios. Pacquiao 
originally set the mark in July 2019, as he defeated the previously unbeaten Keith Thurman at 
40-years-old. In an era that’s seen superstars in their 40’s such as Tom Brady and LeBron 
James continue to excel at the highest levels, Pacquiao is out to prove once again that he’s a 
generational athlete that transcends the sport. 
  
Pacquiao will return to the ring at a place that he’s made his own, the MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas, the fight capital of the world, as he makes his 16th appearance at the 
venue, more than any fighter in the venue’s considerable history. With his 15th main event on 
July 19, he ties the mark set by fellow legend Floyd Mayweather at the venue, and only trails 
Mayweather in total wins at the arena (15-10). The two inextricably linked all-time greats are 
also tied for the most title fights at MGM Grand with 12 each. 
  
On July 19, Pacquiao will be facing a foe with a familiar fighting heritage in the Mexican-
American Barrios, as Pacquiao has defeated a who’s-who of Mexico’s best throughout his 
career. Since the year 2003, Pacquiao has beaten 12 Mexican or Mexican-American fighters 
including legends such as Juan Manuel Marquez, Oscar De La Hoya, Erik Morales, Marco 
Antonio Barrera and Antonio Margarito. These triumphs include some of Pacquiao’s most 
notable wins and helped him earn the attention and adoration of boxing’s rabid Mexican 
fanbase. 
  
While racking up all of these accomplishments, Pacquiao has garnered respect from a wide 
range of boxing luminaries who have shared their favorite “Manny Moments” ahead of the July 
19 event. Amongst those who spoke about Pacquiao were former opponents Thurman and 
Barrera, as well as former sparring partner and welterweight champion Shawn Porter. 
  
“It’s never been about one moment for me when it comes to Manny Pacquiao,” said Thurman. 
“My favorite moment is any time he’s busted off those eight-punch combos. With an 
opponent on the ropes, world-class competition, and he just fires off an eight-set. It’s 
happened many times, but every time I’ve witnessed it, it’s sparked a little joy in my heart.” 
  
“I have two favorite Manny moments, the first is when he beat Oscar De La Hoya, because I 
thought it was impossible,” said Barrera. “I thought it would never happen and then De La 
Hoya remained seated and it was over. The second one was the way he beat Miguel Cotto. It 
was two Hall of Famers and Manny being really impressive in that weight class. 
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“What makes Manny so special is the bond and closeness with his fans. His heart is what 
makes everyone like him. He likes to put on a show, give it all for the fans, and most 
importantly, he becomes a warrior when he steps in the ring.” 
  
“I have a rare Manny Pacquiao moment, because there aren’t too many that get to spar with 
the legend,” said Porter. “He flew me and my dad out to the Philippines and we met for the 
first time and he was like ‘okay this is gonna be fun.’ I was shocked because this was the first 
time that someone treated getting in the ring with me like it wasn’t a big deal…After I talked to 
my corner I turned around and took a step toward the center of the ring and it was like this 
moment came over me like ‘you’re sparring Manny Pacquiao.’ I was in a daze for like the first 
10 seconds. And he caught me with a good straight left hand in the first minute and it woke 
me up. I was like ‘that dude’s got some power’, and then we were off to the races.” 
  
When prognosticating the results of this Saturday, July 19 matchup, the oddsmakers have 
installed the younger reigning champion Barrios as a betting favorite. Renowned trainer and 
boxing analyst Stephen “Breadman” Edwards agrees with the sentiment, emphasizing how 
gargantuan the task at hand is for the 46-year-old great. 
  
“It would be an incredible feat for a 46-year-old fighter to come back and win the 
welterweight world title,” said Edwards. “It’s hard to even imagine someone being off for a few 
years and then coming back at 46 and winning it. In all honesty, I think that this may be an 
impossible task. If anyone can do it, Manny can do it, but right now I’m favoring Barrios.” 
  
Despite the odds, several of the polled boxers are favoring Pacquiao to pull off the upset, 
including Porter, Barrera, and reigning WBA Super Lightweight World Champion Gary 
Antuanne Russell. 
  
“Pacquiao is a punches in bunches type of guy and he can crack,” said Russell. “He’s shown 
that his punching power can get the job done. Barrios is youthful and a selective puncher. I 
don’t think he’s gonna be able to sit there and take pictures. Manny will make you pay if you 
wait too long. He’s always shown that he wants to get the fight going. 
  
“Pacquiao is a high-tempo fighter and Barrios has struggled with that pace. Barrios is a tough 
competitor, but I feel like he still has a lot to learn. Manny has been in there with many 
champions and I believe he has the tools in his arsenal and that it’ll show the night of the 
fight. Barrios is gonna have to shock the world. He has to show enough to make Manny 
respect him. I’m leaning towards Manny being victorious, but may the best man win.” 
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“I do believe that Manny Pacquiao is gonna beat Mario Barrios,” said Porter. “I know that 
everyone is talking about his age. That’s the theme, can the old man beat the young man? I 
think this old man is always gonna be too much until he hangs up the gloves.” 
  
“I think this will be a very interesting fight,” said Barrera. “Pacquiao is a superb warrior, an 
eight-division world champion who will give it his all and who likes to put on a show. This sets 
up to be a fight where we will really see these guys collide and make the fans the real winners. 
  
“Barrios is an active defending champion, and while he’s not as complex as the other current 
champions, he will be dangerous once he steps into the ring. I would like to see Pacquiao win 
because of the legend that he is. I’ll go with Manny Pacquiao as the winner, but if Barrios 
wins, it’ll be because he proves that he’s the better fighter right now.” 
  
No matter who you see winning on July 19, the evening is undoubtedly shaping up to be 
historic, and despite any doubts coming from the outside, Pacquiao has expressed the strong 
self-belief that he will leave the ring as world champion once again. 
  
“The fire, determination and eagerness to work hard is still there,” said Pacquiao. “I’m still 
enjoying running the mountains. Not every fighter has this feeling. This is a blessing, because 
I’ve been through so many big fights in my career and I’m still here. I’m back…It would mean a 
lot for me to become world champion again. Manny Pacquiao is always giving surprises to the 
fans. That’s my passion.” 
 

#         #         # 
 

ABOUT PACQUIAO VS. BARRIOS 
Pacquiao vs. Barrios will see Hall of Fame boxing legend Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao and 
WBC Welterweight World Champion Mario “El Azteca” Barrios square off in the main event 
of a star-studded PBC Pay-Per-View event on Prime Video on Saturday, July 19 from the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. 
  
In the co-main event, WBC Super Welterweight World Champion Sebastian “The Towering 
Inferno” Fundora and Australian superstar Tim Tszyu will rematch after engaging in 2024’s 
bloodiest fight. 
  
The action will also feature Mexican star Isaac “Pitbull” Cruz and his hard-hitting 
countryman Angel Fierro meeting for a second time in a 12-round super lightweight duel 
after their action packed February clash, plus former two-division world champion Brandon 
“The Heartbreaker” Figueroa and top contender Joet Gonzalez kick off the pay-per-view at 
8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT with a 12-round WBA Featherweight Title Eliminator. 
  



 
Preceding the pay-per-view, champion Gary Russell Jr. tops a three fight card streaming live 
on Prime Video, as he steps back into the ring to face Hugo Castañeda in a 10-round 
lightweight showdown. 
  
The action also includes undefeated top super bantamweight David “Rey” Picasso dueling 
Japanese contender Kyonosuke Kameda in a 10-round affair, plus Filipino power-puncher 
and former world champion Mark “Magnifico” Magsayo battles Mexico’s Jorge Mata in a 10-
round super featherweight attraction opening the show at 5:30 p.m. ET/2:30 p.m. PT. 
  
For more information visit Amazon.com/PBC, www.PremierBoxingChampions.com, follow 
#PacquiaoBarrios, follow on Twitter @PremierBoxing, on Instagram @PremierBoxing, or 
become a fan on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions 
  
CONTACTS:  
Tim Smith, PBC: (702) 843-3400 
Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com 
Harrison Raboy, Prime Video; hraboy@amazon.com 
Mario Serrano, Team Barrios: BOXINGPUBLICIST@aol.com 
Scott Ghertner, MGM Resorts International: sghertner@mgmresorts.com  
Allyson Wadman, MGM Resorts International: awadman@mgmresorts.com 
Media Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 
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